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How do leaders make foreign policy in 
a multi-aligned world?
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The Trump Doctrine in Five Steps: 
SWING
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S: Shock
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Annexation
(2024-2025)

Dec 2024
“Greenland 
must be ours”

Q1 2025
Force “not 
ruled out”

2025
“Manifest 
destiny”

Mar 2025
Panama port 
deal

Mid-2025
Off front page

Liberation Day 
Tariffs
(2025)

2 Apr 2025
Universal 
Tariffs

9 Apr 2025
Crash - 
announced 
90-Day Pause

Apr-May 
“90 deals in 90 
Days”

May 2025-
UK, Vietnam 
negotiate and 
agree

Early 2026
Eclipsed by Iran 
War

Ukraine
(2025-2026)

Feb 2025
Oval Office 
clash; 
“dictator”

Mar 2025
Aid cut, then 
restored; 
deadlines reset

April 2025
“War ends in 
24 hours”

May 2025-
Minerals deal; 
and talks

June 2026-
Deadline crunch; 
Donbas deadlock, 
Eclipsed by Iran 
discourse in US

Venezuela 
(2025-2026)

Sep 2025
Caribbean Boat 
strikes begin

Oct-Dec 2025
“Land attacks 
soon” 

Oct-Dec 2025
“Narco-terror” 
discourse 
created; “We will 
run it”

Jan 2026
Rubio and 
Rodrigo talks

3 Jan 2026
Maduro captured; 
little discussion 
of post-capture 
policy

Iran 
(live)

28 Feb 2026
“Regime 
Change”

Mar - Apr
On and Off 
Ceasefire

8 Apr 2026
“Day for World 
Peace”

Apr - May
Pakistan-mediat
ed negotiations

18 May 2026
?
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The war in Iran is the perfect 
case-study for a multi-aligned world



Third-order effects: Russia wins



Third-order effects: Fertiliser Shortage



Third-order effects: Helium Shortage



Third-order effects: Renewables Win
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How does this war end? 
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How does this war end? 

Option 1: Continued Military Strikes



34LONDON POLITICA

How does this war end? 

Option 1: Continued Military Strikes
Option 2: Deal with Iran
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How does this war end? 

Option 1: Continued Military Strikes
Option 2: Deal with Iran
Option 3: Trump TACO / “Victory”



Thank you

manas@londonpolitica.com


